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Stone Gateway Welcomes Trail Visitors
Newest mile of trail includes unique design features
Narrative 
San José’s recent extension of the Coyote 

Creek Trail greatly improves access and 

visibility of one of the south bay’s most popular 

and longest trail systems.  Master planned five 

years ago, the newly opened 0.5 mile trail 

project was defined through an extensive 

public outreach and engagement effort with six 

community meetings, occurring in three 

neighborhoods with multi-lingual presentations.   

The trail project is like most, with a well-defined 

public path that is paved for bicycling and 

Coyote Creek Trail 
adds a half mile to the 
City’s growing trail 
network, now offering 
53 miles of urban trails 
within walking 
distance of many 
neighborhoods.  
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walking, and includes gravel shoulders to offer 

a running surface and accommodate the many 

users including San José Police Department’s 

equestrian unit with its stables along the trail.  

The Coyote Creek Trail however distinguishes 

itself by including a stone gateway entry from 

Tully Road.  The architectural element is 

common to most new trail projects in San José 

and will serve as a highly recognizable element 

representative of the developing city-wide trail 

network.  The gateway serves three functions: 

• Welcomes trail users by creating a sense of 

place that reflects the neighborhood and 

project’s high quality improvements. 

• Offers a seating place for friends to meet, as 

they begin their hike or bike ride. 

• Captures the attention of motorists along 

busy Tully Road, so that they will be more 

aware of this recreational amenity. 

In addition to the Tully Road gateway, the trail 

system is a desirable recreational amenity for 

the following reasons: 

• Proximity to the riparian corridor, with large 

sycamores and other native tree species 

along the entire project’s length.

• Access to Stonegate Park, with play fields, tot 

play area, and skateboard park. 
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Opening Day 
Coyote Creek Trail 
was officially 
designated as part 
of the Bay Area 
Ridge Trail in 
August 2009, with 
the stone gateway 
serving as stage for 
the ribbon cutting.  
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• Attractive fencing to sustain visibility but 

preserve safety between tot lot and active trail 

users. 

• Seating areas to observe the riparian corridor 

and watch activities within Stonegate Park. 

• Direct access to the Tully Road Library and 

Ballfields

• Views of the horse stables

• Direct linkage to the existing reaches of the 

Coyote Creek Trail system, providing 17 

miles of recreation between San José and 

Morgan Hill

• Spur trail leading to the surrounding 

neighborhood, and visually reinforced by a 

paved, circular intersection. 

Coyote Creek is the longest creek in Santa 
Clara County, originating in Henry W. Coe 
State Park and flowing north into San 
Francisco Bay.  Almost 16 miles of the 
Ridge Trail in San JosŽ follows the Coyote 
Creek Trail. 
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Coyote Creek Trail reflects San José’s 

commitment to study and deploy innovative 

materials along new trails. The project includes 

the following elements: 

• Reflectorized centerline striping to provide 

nighttime visibility for the San José Police 

Department’s Aerial Unit.  (Visit the Trail 

Program web site (www.sjparks.org/trails > 

Reports > Aerial Unit Study for details about 

this safety enhancement.) 

• Recycled gravel base rock to support the 

asphalt trail structure.  This approach makes 

use of recycled materials in order to reduce 

waste in landfills. Visit the Trail Program web 

site > Reports > Recycled Asphalt Study for a 

San José-commissioned study on the use of 

this material. 

The trail project was delivered with engineering 

design services from CH2M-Hill and landscape 

architectural services from Callander 

Associates.  

Description (75 words)

San José’s newest reach of the Coyote Creek 

Trail offers 0.5 mile of paved trail for all users, 

including equestrians.  The trail system includes  

a stone-clad gateway structure to welcome trail 

users, offer a meeting place, and draws the 

attention of passing motorists.  San José is 

actively working to develop the entire Coyote 

Creek Trail system to serve as a recreational 

and commuting corridor within the growing 100-

mile trail network.  

Description (one sentence)

San José’s new 0.5-mile extension to the 

Coyote Creek Trail greets all trail users with a 

stone-clad gateway and offers pedestrian/

bicycle access to a library, neighborhood park, 

neighborhood-serving spur trail and links to 17 

miles of existing trail.
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